
The Lopham Project (Family Historian Report)

John Joseph CORBETT (1923-1943)

John Joseph CorbeƩ's connecƟon to South Lopham is by
mother's residency at the Ɵme of his death.

John's brother Leonard Joseph was also killed in The Great War.

John Joseph CORBETT, son of William CORBETT (c. 1894- ) and Florence
Ellen BREWSTER (c. 1895- ), was born on 8 February 1923.1

He was recorded on the 1939 Register living at 13 Monƞord Place, Oval in
Lambeth, London - b. 08.02.1923, carbon packer, living with step-father
Richard A THURSTON (b. 01.01.1890, railway porter), brothers Sidney A (b.
23.03.1916, shell inspector) and Leonard J (b. 07.10.1920, engineering
machine operator), and step-brother David H A THURSTON (b. 16.07.1920,
engineering machine operator).2

Very liƩle has been found about John's Ɵme in the forces. He is listed on
the Bomber Command Losses Database: Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve, Group 3, Squadron 115, Sergeant, 1321331, flying in Avro
Lancaster II No. DS630 KO-H, an air gunner. (It may be that the 115
Squadron was based at LiƩle Snoring in Norfolk in August 1943.).

John died on 18 August 1943 - It is thought that John died at the Ɵme
Bomber Command saw major operaƟons, notably the highly significant
OperaƟon Hydra (August 17-18) targeƟng Germany's secret rocket
research at Peenemünde, a costly but successful raid that delayed the V-
weapons program. Did he die during this operaƟon?

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission grave registraƟon entry for
John was "CORBETT, Sgt. JOHN JOSEPH, 1321331. R.A.F. (V.R.). 115 Sqdn.
18th August, 1943, Age 20. Son of Florence Ellen CorbeƩ and stepson of
Richard Alfred Thurston, of South Lopham, Norfolk."

John is commemorated at Runnymede Memorial - Panel 267.
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